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1. Parachute %raining of young men and women who have reached e minimum age of 16

has g;read‘y been .going on for several mo#iths at Oslaveny (0 50/s 29
e

)y near Brno.

‘alnees firgt of all appear before a Bosrd on which there are repregentatives

of the Army, the Netional Committee, the SOM (Czechoslovek Youth Movement) gng

the Commnigt Party, The %oard interrogates them as to whether the

Y are membersg

of the SﬁM,'vhethe‘r the father ig o Communist, what their belliefs and their political
views mre, thelr siandards of conduct, and those of their families, etej the
Minigtry of Nationsl Defensge glves gpecisal practical tests. Only-after his

application has been examingd and .approved cen a trainee enter the coursey

2y  TWhe trailning 1s divided into: three parts: These are:

8. Preparatory training, lagting shout six months. It includes theoretical

training and politicsl education, as well ss instruction in the
of & parachute, the beglnnings and succegses of Soviet aviators

congtruction
and parachutista,.

and also the importence of this tréfning in the event of war agalnst the
“eapltalidts. - The tmeinesd also take rreparatory Jumps from s laedder sbout b4 m,

high, on the sports ground,

(

b Milidery tr'aining,‘ lasting six months. This consists of training in firing

pistols, rifles, sub-machine guns, 1ight and heavy machine gunsg

¢ in throwing

grenades and in servieing ‘motor vehicles: It tekes place on military rifle~
ranges under the superviéi;qnv of high-ranking militery instructors,

€.  Battle training, lasting ote year. This includes instruction in militery
strategy, military map-reading, battle operationsy and counter-measures, iie.,

. normal $liltéry training with ali WeRpons:

25 YEAR RE-REVIEW,
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The course 1s organized by Fhe garrison headquarters in Brno, where

the instructors are sent from, Once or twlce a week the trainées sre
conveyed to Slatiny (0 51/G 42), where they'go through all they have
learned. Eaech trainee has an Identlty Card (legitimace) which hes

eight pages and is gimilar to the former "Flight Book"™ given to trainee-
pllots in the former Aero clubj but the ldentlty cerds differ in having
sections for the recordihg of the parts of the course completed and

the standard reached by the trainee. :

The parachutist training is steadily growing in popularity, because the
particlpants ere distinguished with high military and civil honers
in public on every oceasion,
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